
ADMINISTRATION 

 

And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 

after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. (I 

Corinthians 12:28) 

The gift of administration is actually called "governments" in the Bible. A person with the gift of administration 

has the ability to give direction, organize, and make decisions on behalf of others. The meaning of the word 

administration is similar to the word used for a pilot steering a ship. A similar word is used for both in the 

Bible: 

The inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad were they mariners; thy wise men, O Tyrus, that were 

in thee, were thy pilots. (Ezekiel 27:8) 

A person with this gift is responsible for direction and decision making. Like the pilot of a ship he may not be 

the owner of the ship, but he has been entrusted with the responsibility of directing it on its voyage. 

The gifts of leadership and administration both involve organizational skills which result in the accomplishing 

of spiritual goals. Often a believer will have both the gifts of leadership and administration. If a person has the 

gift of administration but does not have the gift of leadership, he will need someone with that gift to work with 

him. 

A person with the gift of administration has the ability to direct, organize, and make decisions. But without the 

gift of leadership he does not have the ability to motivate and actually work with people to achieve goals.  

Pastors and teachers often also have the spiritual gift of leadership. They are able to motivate people to 

accomplish spiritual goals. But many of them do not have the gift of administration. Although they motivate, 

they fail to organize in such a way that the goals can be achieved.  

The relationship of Titus and Paul illustrates how the gift of administration functions. Among other gifts, Paul 

had the special leadership gift of being an apostle. He raised up a church in Crete, then Titus organized and 

directed it: 

To Titus, mine own son...For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order 

the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee. (Titus 

1:5) 

Paul had appointed Titus as administrator over the churches in Crete. Paul was still the authority in the 

churches. Titus was administrator carrying out his instructions. According to this passage, one of the functions 

of administration is to train other believers for leadership positions in the church.  

 


